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 Substituting for President Bill Hatcher since August has been an 
eye opening  experience ñ to see all that he has done for the Society 
during, and Iõm sure prior, to his tour as President.  We are fortunate 
that he continues to serve on the Board of Directors, where we beneþt 
from his knowledge and experience.  How lucky can an organization 
be?  Three other former presidents, Reba Gillman, Libby Weed, 
and Larry Shepley continue to provide guidance through their 
participation on the Board.
 Elsewhere in this Newsletter is a report about the 30th Anniversary 
Party.  In addition to the wonderful concert prepared and presented 
by our Music Director, Jeffrey Jones-Ragona and numerous G&S 
performers, with the enlightened, witty and informative introductions 
by our Artistic Director, Ralph MacPhail, Jr.,  and the entertaining, 
historic introductions to our honorees by Libby Weed, I want to 
recognize the efforts of Board members Nanci Jay and June Julian 
for sticking with this project and the support they received from Cecily 
Johnson, Pat Hobbs, Benny Jay, and Patricia Kaplan.  Without 
their efforts the Party could not have happened.
 Now, to current affairs: 
 The major issue facing the Society at this time is trying to locate 
a theater for next summerõs production of Ruddigore.  High school 
auditoriums have become increasingly difþcult for us to access.  The 
schools have become extremely busy during the summer months with 
everything from sports camps to arts competitions, so that even if 
the theaters are available, there isnõt the staff available to deal with 
us.  G&S Society members, and those concerned about our future 
performances, need to help the Board locate a reliable, available 
theater space.
 For the past two productions, The Mikado and H.M.S. Pinafore, 
the production income ñ ticket sales, grants and gifts ñ have exceeded 
the production expenses.  This increase has been reinvested to increase 
the quality in subsequent productions and will be again for Ruddigore.  
The newest area for support has been group sales.  G&S members need 
to get involved to extend this group sales project for Ruddigore.  You 
need to contact church groups, civic clubs, neighborhood associations, 
and employee organizations.  We provide tickets and publicity and a 
discount to their members.  They sell the tickets, collect the money, 
and settle with you after the production is over.
 The Board has preliminarily approved funds in the 2007 budget 
to hire four performers and a pianist to tour a sampler of Gilbert and 
Sullivan music and scenes.  The troupe will prepare an approximately 
one-hour performance for schools, businesses, and community 
organizations.  Anyone knowing of potential locations and/or sponsors 
for performances should contact the G&S ofþce.
 Finally, mark 7:30 PM, Monday January 15 on your calendar.  That 
is the G&S Societyõs annual meeting, to be held at Nanci and Benny 
Jayõs house.  In addition to the election of the 2007 Board of Directors, 
the current Board members are planning an unusual musical event for 
all to enjoy.

30th Anniversary Celebration
Reba Gillman

  

 The Gala Celebration of 30 Years of Musical Merriment was a 
delightful party.  Our Musical Director Jeffrey Jones-Ragona planned 
the program and secured the performers and accompanist.  Our Artistic 
Director Ralph MacPhail, Jr., ÿew in from Virginia to serve as Master 
of Ceremonies and illuminated the occasion with his humorous and 
cogent remarks.  Libby Weed arranged the presence of the honorees 
and presented lovely awards in her usual gracious and well-researched 
manner.  In addition, a silent auction offered some unusual items for 
purchase, and the refreshments were delicious.  Special mention goes 
to the birthday cake provided by Pat Hobbs, who is a master cake 
baker.  It was a warm and friendly gathering for the family that our 
Society has become.
 Many thanks go to the singers who contributed the delightful 
entertainment and reminded us of how talented our performers are.  
We were especially glad to welcome back some we havenõt heard in 
many years.  Master of Ceremonies Rafe noted that we all had tales 
to tell of working and playing together, òunited through the years by a 
shared love for the Savoy Operas ñ the works of Gilbert & Sullivan.ó  
And it is true that those of us who have sung in any of the operas 
have a very special knowledge of G&S and a warm feeling for our 
fellow performers.  We were sad that our diva Claire Vangelisti was 
ill and could not perform, but happy that our Music Director had been 
persuaded on a momentõs notice to substitute for her and sing with 
June Julian the delightful òDuetto Buffo di due Gattió, ascribed to 
Rossini in the program, apparently erroneously.  The performance was 
one more bit of evidence of Jeffreyõs far-reaching musical talents.
 From Rafe comes the þnal thought:  òHave you ever noticed 
that there are no Lerner & Loewe societies?  Rogers & Hammerstein 
societies?  Andrew Lloyd Weber societies?  There is something about 
the Savoy Operas that is enduring and endearing ñ they are ties that 
bind together people who love literate wit, charming music, inspired 
nonsense, and colorful theatre, and without the shared affection for 
works written over a hundred years ago, we wouldnõt be here today.ó

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
and MUSICALE

Monday January 15, 2007, at 7:30 PM
at the home of Benny and Nancy Jay

4305 Hyridge Drive
343-8408

Come help us Run our Society ñ Elect our Directors and Start the 
New Year.  Note the change in date!  Nominations for the slate of 
Directors will be announced in the January Newsletter.  If you have 
suggestions call the Society at 472-4772.  Pay your dues now, and 
earn the right to vote!  Entertainment will take the form of G&S 
sing-alongs presented by Libby Weed, Benny Jay, Allan Longacre, 

and Larry Shepley; they will direct our singing.  

SAVE THE DATE!




